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Dear colleagues,

As we head into summer, momentum for river restoration continues to

grow across Europe. From record-breaking barrier removals and new

practical guidance to media highlights and upcoming events, this

edition brings together the latest developments, resources, and

opportunities from across the Dam Removal Europe network.  🌊

A Record Year for River Restoration in
Europe

DRE Annual Report 2025: More than 600 barriers removed!

The new Dam Removal Europe report is now available. According to

the report, the river restoration movement reached a new milestone in

2025, with at least 603 river barriers removed across Europe. These

efforts restored connectivity along more than 3,740 km of rivers,

making 2025 the most successful year on record for barrier removal

in Europe.

The report showcases the growing scale and impact of these

restoration efforts and demonstrates that large-scale change is not

only possible but already well underway!

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/2160443/emails/189245342958486702


Read it here!

International media spotlight barrier
removal

Barrier removal continues to attract growing international attention.

Over the past month, major media outlets including The Guardian,

CNN, National Geographic and Mongabay have featured the new

annual report highlighting the benefits of reconnecting rivers and

removing obsolete barriers.

https://damremoval.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/DRE-Progress-Report-2025.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fenvironment%2F2026%2Fmay%2F21%2Frecord-number-of-dams-dismantled-in-europe-in-effort-to-help-wildlife-thrive&data=05%7C02%7Casehiroglu%40wwf.nl%7C95628a07cc154eeb40c508debfe72d41%7C08fd3b8230a846bc87c759d8a5bbda6e%7C0%7C0%7C639159196781360820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oC4Y1A7E5JLTBopTgKg59%2BUIU60%2BXNIAY4c0XyQC7Ls%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedition.cnn.com%2F2026%2F05%2F27%2Fworld%2Fwhy-countries-are-tearing-down-hundreds-of-dams-spc-c2e&data=05%7C02%7Casehiroglu%40wwf.nl%7C95628a07cc154eeb40c508debfe72d41%7C08fd3b8230a846bc87c759d8a5bbda6e%7C0%7C0%7C639159196781411615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A0Z16ZQrJPCSEJw8t0cEduvjAIrhicno4hEfwk7BnDc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalgeographic.com%2Fenvironment%2Farticle%2Feurope-dam-removal-rivers-hydropower&data=05%7C02%7Casehiroglu%40wwf.nl%7C95628a07cc154eeb40c508debfe72d41%7C08fd3b8230a846bc87c759d8a5bbda6e%7C0%7C0%7C639159196781456745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HXHi1x8B%2FpmsZlc4VxucYfBk8zi6NdkfKraOy6cFpU8%3D&reserved=0
https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/2026/06/europe-removes-record-number-of-dams-in-2025-to-restore-rivers-help-species/


New guideline for restoring river
connectivity in Slovakia!

Across Slovakia, many rivers remain fragmented by obsolete barriers

that disrupt fish migration, sediment transport, and the natural

dynamics of river systems. This new guideline is designed to support

practitioners, organisations, public authorities, and local communities

working to restore river connectivity and healthier freshwater

ecosystems. 🐟

Removing obsolete barriers is one of the most effective ways to revive

rivers, helping to restore natural processes, improve biodiversity,

reduce habitat fragmentation, and increase ecosystem resilience. The



guideline provides practical support throughout the barrier removal

process, offering valuable knowledge and tools for those seeking to

reconnect Slovakia's rivers and create healthier freshwater

ecosystems for both nature and people.

Read it here!

Watch Recent Barrier Removal Events

Recordings now available from live events in Italy, Sweden and

Cyprus! Recent live events celebrated successful barrier removals:

Sicily, Italy. Hear from Collettivo Rewild Sicily, CIRF and

University of Salerno as they present the latest barrier removal

efforts in Sicily

Jönköping, Sweden. Learn about a recent barrier removal

project led by Jönköpings Fiskeribiologi AB

Cyprus. Discover the Phragmographysis project with Terra

Cypria

https://damremoval.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/DR-Guideline-Slovakia-pdf.pdf


Live  event in
Sicily!

Live  event in
Sweden!

Live  event in
Cyprus!

Explore all recordings and stay up to date with the latest restoration

stories from across Europe on the DRE YouTube channel!

Barrier Site in Sicily © Mathia Coco

Upcoming live event from Romania!

Join us next Monday, June 8, at  11:00 CET for our next live barrier

removal event from Romania.

Watch it live!

Funding opportunity: Open Rivers
Programme call now open

Applications for the summer 2026 Open Rivers Programme funding

round are now open. The current call launched on 1 June, and

applications can be submitted until 26 June at  13:00 CET.

If you are planning a barrier removal project, this is an excellent

opportunity to secure support for your work.

Key dates and application information are available below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ToE4yCPwFwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gtx0dEMaVmc
https://youtube.com/live/JFyJmpgtkm8
https://www.youtube.com/@DamRemovalEurope
https://www.youtube.com/@DamRemovalEurope
https://openrivers.eu/grants/apply-for-a-grant/


For  more information!

Every barrier removed is a step towards healthier rivers, richer

biodiversity, and more resilient communities. As momentum for river

restoration continues to grow across Europe, we are excited to see

new projects, partnerships, and opportunities emerging across the

network.

Thank you for being part of this journey! Together, we are helping

rivers flow freely again.

The Dam Removal Europe Team

Follow us on social media

https://openrivers.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Information-Guide-May-2026.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/damremovaleurope/
https://www.facebook.com/damremovaleurope/
https://www.instagram.com/damremovaleurope/
https://www.instagram.com/damremovaleurope/
mailto:https://damremoval.eu/contact/
mailto:https://damremoval.eu/contact/
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