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Alpine River network: ~60.000 km within the Alpine Convention borders
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60.000 km of river network (>10km²)

70% headwaters/small rivers (<100km²)

10% large rivers (>500km²)
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1) Morphological status

 45% „high“ or „good“ status

 5% of large rivers in „high“ status.

 AUT: formerly 30% of large rivers braiding 

now 2%

2.300 km (60%) of large braided rivers have

been severely altered
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2) Hydrological pressures

 Impoundments, water abstraction & 

hydropeaking

 31% affected overall, but no data for 40%

 70% of large rivers affected!
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Ecological status of Alpine Rivers
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Ecological status of Alpine Rivers



More data, maps and information 

Thanks to Susanne Muhar, Carina Seliger and the

SPARE-Team!

https://www.haupt.ch/buecher/natur-garten/rivers-of-the-alps.html
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The Emerald gudgeon (Romanogobio skywalkeri)

A newly described species in the Mur/Austria (Friedrich et al., 2018)



The Emerald gudgeon

 Encounter of odd gudgeon individuals in the upper Mur in 2014.

 Originally 3 sp. of Romanogobio in AUT

 Morpholgical and genetic analysis of several specimen

 new species!

©Clemens Ratschan



… in protecting and restoring rivers in the Alps, 

in Europe and troughout the world…
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