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SCALING UP DAM REMOVAL IN EUROPE
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Dam fine work! Record 
number of barrier removals 
helps restore rivers across 
Europe

More than 300 barriers were taken 
down last year, boosting the health 
of waterways and the wildlife they 
support, say experts.
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THE PROBLEMS

1.100
FRESHWATER MIGRATORY FISH SPECIES 
GLOBALLY ARE BLOCKED BY BARRIERS

>1,2 MILLION*
BARRIERS FRAGMENT EUROPE AN 

RIVERS

>150.000*
BARRIERS IN EUROPE LISTED AS 

OBSOLETE 

*(HORIZON 2020 AMBER
EU COMMISSION FUNDED RESEARCH)

93%
DECREASE IN 
EUROPEAN 
MIGRATORY 
FISH STOCKS



PROBLEMS

SEDIMENT PROCESSES ALTERED 
ACCUMULATION UPSTREAM

LACK OF SAND & GRAVEL DOWNSTREAM

NATURA2000 & WFD

BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 2030

EU NATURE RESTORATION LAW

RESTORING 25.000KM FREE FLOWING RIVERS TRAPPED ORGANIC MATERIAL & 
NUTRIENTS 

WATER QUALITY ISSUES
ALGEA BLOOMS

CHANGE IN WATER VELOCITY
FLOOD RISKS

TEMPERATURE CHANGE
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THE SOLUTION
DAM REMOVAL

STARTING WITH >150.000 
OBSOLETE & OLD BARRIERES  

IN EUROPE 

IN LINE WITH WFD & 
EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY



OBSOLETE BARRIERS 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎGuidance on Barrier Removalas:
ΨōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΩΦ

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/guidance-barrier-removal-river-restoration_en


DAM REMOVAL EUROPE

A MOVEMENT OF ORGANISATIONS AND 
CITIZENS MAINSTREAMING DAM REMOVAL 

AS RIVER RESTORATION TOOL. 

INIATED AND HOSTED BY WFMF

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED BY THE DUTCH 
POSTCODE LOTTERY AND MANY MORE

https://damremoval.eu/


OUR MISSION

SAVE FREE-FLOWING RIVERS FULL OF FISH
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OUR STRATEGY

ENABLE RIVER PRACTITIONERS TO 

REMOVE DAMS AND CELEBRATE 

SUCCESS STORIES

άL reallyvalueyouramazingevents andwork, and
the fantasticcommunity youhave establishedfor

knowledgesharingandǎǳǇǇƻǊǘέΦ

Tania White, Environment Agency (UK)
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SHARE RESOURCES & 

TEMPLATE PROCEDURES

PROVIDE HELPDESK

SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS

BROAD CASTING LIVE REMOVALS 

DAM REMOVAL AWARD

TAILOR MADE COURSES (2023)

FREE-FLOW CONFERENCE (2024)



SHARING EUROPEAN SHOWCASES

ESTONIA, PARNU RIVER: 3000KM RESTORED BY EU DEVELOPMENT FUNDING

Before After


