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To create free-flowing rivers 
with healthy, diverse and 

connected ecosystems across 
Europe, which are enjoyed, 

valued, and protected by the 
communities that depend on 

them.
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The Problem
Fragmentation of
European Rivers

Vision
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Open Rivers Programme
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To restore endangered 
European rivers by supporting 
interventions that lead to the 

removal of small dams and the 
restoration of river flow and 

biodiversity.

www.arcadiafund.org.uk



Why Dam 
Removal?

Over one million barriers

Cost effective solution

Restores river continuity 

Improves biodiversity

Photo: Tyne Rivers Trust
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Open Rivers Programme

New, targeted organization

Greater Europe

Private, flexible funding

€42.5 MIL Euros

2021 - 2027
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Open Rivers Programme

About me
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Open Rivers Programme
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Open Rivers Programme

Programme Advisors:

Supervisory Board

Program Advisory Board

Grant Selection Panel
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https://openrivers.eu/about/our-people/



Our Grants

Programme supported small 
dam removals

Enabling others to remove dams

Enabling the dam removal 
movement

Photo: Rob Kleinjans / World Fish 
Migration Foundation 
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https://openrivers.eu/grants/grant-types/



Direct support for 
small dam removal

Capacity Building & Advocacy

Catchment Development

Preparatory Work

Dam Removal
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https://openrivers.eu/grants/grant-types/



Grant Process and 
Eligibility

Eligibility: Organizations from Greater 

Europe

Process: Expression of Interest and full 

proposal; Two rounds per year

Evaluation: Grant Selection Panel

Adaptation: How can we improve?

Photo: Jan Pirnat
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Grant Cycle

May 27 2022 Call for EOI
July 8 2022 Deadline for EoI

September Deadline for Proposals
November Grant Awards



Is your country represented?
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Supported Projects

Countries 11

Organisations (grants) 12 (12)

Number of barriers removed 19

Amount awarded €590,065

Km of river opened up 386 km

https://openrivers.eu/open-rivers-programme-supports-19-
new-dam-removal-projects-opening-up-386-km-of-river/
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Galaxes
Odeleite River, 

Portugal
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Bayurivka Dam
Ukraine



Top Tips

Where is the dam?
Emphasis on small barriers

Ecological importance
Grant timeline ~12 months

Path to removal
What do you need to make 

your project a success?
Photos!
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https://openrivers.eu/grants/application-resources/



Key take-aways

Next round opens May 27

Please attend June 9 webinar & Q/A

Tell your network

Reach out to us

Suggestions to improve accessibility?
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Thank You

gwen.macdonald@openrivers.eu

@openriversprog

European Open Rivers Programme


