 Penobscot River Restoration Project, Maine, USA
Early Results and Hydrbalancing Efforts
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1820 to 2012:
Dams, water pollution & over fishing virtually eliminated sea
run fish from 96% of the Penobscot River Watershed

Pre-1820 Anticipated Future

Atlantic salmon  75¢100,000 1,300 (10 yr. avg.) 10,00612,000

River herring 14-20 million Below 1,000 10-15 million

American shad 3-5 million Near 1000 1.5 million
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Planning, Licensing, or Reoperation
of single dam vs. regional approach

Potential Incremental
Improvement in Sustainability

Single project

Regional approach

Earliest Location(s) Design(s) Project
planning stages  ggjected complete s built
) Future R Existing ]
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Penobscot River Restoration Project
Before and After Habitat Access

East Branch Penbbscet River k

X

Diminished use of '

upstream spawnin >

habitat by salmon
and eels

Pleasant River , Underused state
RN N of the art

?f v Mattéwamkeag River

; upstream fish
£ West Enfield passage

Piscataquis River 3 owlang

Little or no
commercial,
recreational, - e ‘ 5ld Town

or tribal ‘ Oxono

sustenance Bangor &y

fisheries

Little if any passage o
shad, alewife, bluebac
herring, striped bass,
Penobscot IRiver sturgeon, smelt, and
tomcod, impaired
Bucksport
\e passage of eels
U

Existing Access for
Sea-Run Fish

East Branch PenBbscdt River k
Restored use of -\ Crgg
upriver spawning
habitat for salmon,
shad, alewife,
blueback herring,
and eels

o

s Mattg vamkeag River

Pleasant River

State of the art
passage for salman,
alewife, shad,
blueback herring
and eels
Restored
commercial,
recreational, Full restoration of
and tribal n historical habitat and
sustenance g access for salmon, shadl,
fisheries PenobscotdRiver alewife, blueback herring,
B Bucksport eel, striped bass, sturgegn
smelt, and tomcod

Significantly Improved
Access for Sea-Run Fish to

>2,600 km of habitat




Partners in the Penobscot River Restoration Project

Penobscot River
Restoration Trust

Eastern Maine Development Corporation

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

/‘g\
Natural Resources
Council of Maine

TheNature C_)
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.
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http://www.nfwf.org/index.htm
http://www.nfwf.org/index.htm
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