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Penobscot River Restoration Project, Maine, USA

Early Results and Hydro-balancing Efforts



St. John River the North Woods, Maine ©Ami Vitale

To solve critical challenges, The Nature Conservancy aims to 

improve the health of important natural systems that also 
enhance the lives of people around the world.

The Nature Conservancyôs mission 
is to conserve the lands and 
waters on which  all life depends.



The Nature Conservancy is in All 50 US States, 50 Countries
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Å Land Protection & Management

Å Environmental Flows from Dams

Å Planning:

Å Reoperate existing hydro for flow & fish

Å Planning new hydro for fish & people

Å Dam removal

Å Road-stream crossing upgrades

Å Climate Change strategies

Å Connecting people with nature





N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

d
a

m
s 

(B
lu

e
 B

a
rs

)

W
a
te

rs
h

e
d

 s
iz

e
 (

m
i

2
)

Comparison of rivers sizes and numbers of dam in Northeast U.S. 



The Penobscot 





2.2 M Ha

aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
watershed

150 dams

85% Forest Lands

Important source of 
freshwater and 

historically of fish (16B) 
for Gulf of Maine

aŀƛƴŜΩǎ оrd largest City 
Bangor

20,117 Km of streams

1830-2013 4% of fish 
habitat available


