
Für lebendige Wasserstraßen

Water management of a Federal 

Waterway – The Ems from Rheine 

to Emden
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Content

• Our tasks within the Federal Waterways and Shipping Administration

 Fish passability and ecological connectivity

 Improvement of hydromorphological conditions („good ecological potential“)

• Projects and cooperations with others

 „Masterplan Ems 2050“

 Federal Project „Blaues Band Deutschland“

22.05.2023 2



Für lebendige Wasserstraßen

Federal Waterways and Shipping 

Administration („WSV“)

• Subordinate body of the Ministry for Digital and Transport

• Responsible for (among others)

 River Ems

 Dortmund Ems Channel
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Für lebendige Wasserstraßen

Federal Waterways and Shipping 

Administration („WSV“)

• Subordinate body of the Ministry for Digital and Transport

• Responsible for (among others)

 River Ems

 Dortmund Ems Channel

• New law in 2021, new responsibilities

 Water management of Federal Waterways
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Fish passability

• “Passability refers to the unhindered 

passage of fish and benthic invertebrates 

from the entrance to the exit of a fishway. 

This should take place without any delay if 

possible.” (BAW Wiki)

• Weirs are essential for shipping and 

transport …
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Water management

• German: „wasserwirtschaftlicher Ausbau“

• Currently: scan the area

• find suitable areas 

• combine transport issues, ecological 

issues and economic issues

• Aim: Improve the ecological connectivity
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Cooperations

• Masterplan Ems 2050 

• Fish passability in Herbrum

• „Fischschleusungen“ in Oldersum (helping fish to 

pass a lock)

• Technical-biological bank protection measures

• Federal Programme Blaues Band

• Measures of the county „Emsland“

• Joint implementation of measures
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https://www.masterplan-ems.info/
https://www.blaues-band.bund.de/Projektseiten/Blaues_Band/DE/00_Home/home_node.html
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Integration of EU Biodiversity Strategy

• Implementation is on the way.

• Responsibilities and tasks not set at the moment 

• Superior authorities are involved in working groups (e. g. Federal Institute of 

Hydrology)
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Thank you for your attention!


