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1. Put dam removal in your strategy explicitly & study it.

2. Start working on it across the board, multidisciplinary. 

(Field work, comms, advocacy, fundraising, litigation, expert working groups, etc)

3. Find partners.

4. Funding and resources will follow.

5. Chances will rise and changes will come.
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So what are the ’chances’ you should make use of               

for dam removal to take off in your country? 

For instance…
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A chance: Covid? Not really restricting or slowing down dam removal
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A chance: Covid? Not really restricting or slowing down dam removal



6

A chance: Covid? Dam removals can score on the top among post-covid 

economy recovery measures!

Finnish

Nature

Panel

publication

01/21 on 

green

recovery

and 

biodiversity
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A chance: tell the history of destruction
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”In Finland dams are the main 

cause for the poor conservation

status of migratory fish species”

Also different river and stream

habitats are all endangered in 

Finland.

A chance:     

study your

’Red Book’. 
Freshwater fish as a 

group of animals

suffering from

damming the rivers.
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A chance: international documentaries



10

A chance: innovative comms about dam removals                       
even before there really are any dam removals

Kuva: WWF
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20 000 culverts that hinder migration 221 hydropower dams (~700)

Over 4000 obsolete dam structures
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A chance: improved mapping of the migration obstacles

Change: Mapping of dams has improved considerably in Finland
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A chance: Each new contact may eventually mean a positive change

Land- and waterowners, fisheries

Centres for Economic Development, Transport and the
Environment

Local water protection- and nature conservation associations

Angling clubs, Finnish Federation for Recreational Fishing

The Finnish Association for the Nature Conservation

Foundations for Recreational Areas, other

private foundations

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, 

Freshabit –LIFE, Valonia, VIRHO

The Finnish Environment Institute, Natural Resources Institute 
Finland, The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Finland, 

Ministry of Environment Finland, Metsähallitus

Dam Removal Europe, Living European Rivers Euroopan, 
American Rivers

Cities, municipalities, regional councils

Corporations, forestry companies, retailers

Private people, celebrities
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A chance: opportunism in choosing the projects, and the power of 

positive examples for a creation of ’snowball effect’

Snowball effect
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A chance: concrete field work interest local media
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A chance: size doesn’t matter
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A change: dams really start coming down!



Kuva: Arto Hautala Kuva: Arto Hautala



Kuva: Arto Hautala Kuva: Arto Hautala
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A change: good outcomes, new area opened for fish migration ~700km
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A change: bigger and bigger dam removals in the pipeline
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A chance: fly-fishers
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A chance: celebs
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A chance: celebs



A chance: Interest of citizens 
towards rivers increase 

considerably. 
For voluntary work, for 

advocacy and for funding 
NGOs that work with rivers.

Kuva: Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF



Citizen poll

~71%

(62% in 2018)

A tip: if you have pressure 

for new HP, you can also 

ask whether the free 

running rivers should be 

protected from hydropower 

development. 0,00
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Yes No I Don't know

“Hydropower dams that are insignificant for energy 
production should be removed in order to improve 

migratory fish stocks” (TNS Gallup 2019, n = 1094)  

A chance: The attitude of citizens
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A chance and a change: new government
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A chance and a change: new government
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Parliament

elections voting aid

application just for 

rivers

• Asking the candidates from

all parties to sign up for five

thesis, that would improve

considerably the state of 

the running waters in 

Finland.

• Dam removals, fish ways, 

legilative changes.

• Candidates from all political

parties answered, and 

nearly all of those

answered 5/5.

A chance:  #RIVER ELECTIONS



And voters, citizens could see

which candidates supported all

five major improvements for rivers.

For finding out the official position 

of different political parties WWF 

conducted a separate inquiry on 

rivers, incl. dam removals.

Candidates used their facebook profiles

for answering in the application
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A chance: changes in the national water act?
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A chance: hydropower subsidies

In Finland traditionally two main types to subsidise hydropower:

1. Production premium (e.g., x euro per MW from public money)         

2. Investment aid (to help with the costs of refurbishments)

BUT…

- 2018 Hydropower was left out of the subsidy premium system with a change in the legislation.

- Since 2019 the practice at the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment of Finland has 

been not to give any investment aid to hydropower. 

-> hydropower subsidies now on hold in Finland



A chance: EU WFD implementation. i.e., dams and dam removals better inserted in the RBMPs
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A chance: Connecting to CBD. Dam removal is a brilliant 

opportunity to bend the curve on freshwater biodiversity loss

• Comprehension on 

the fact that dam 

removal is like a 

silver bullet: 

• Concrete action 

• that is singular in 

nature

• has scientifically 

proven, predictable 

positive outcome

• and its effects are 

permanent. 



A chance: Dam removal becomes part of 

mainstream?



When it’s in Donald Duck, it’s mainstream!
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1. 

1. Put dam removal in your strategy explicitly

2. Start working on it across the board, multidisciplinary. 

(Field work, comms, advocacy, fundraising, litigation, expert working groups, etc)

3. Find partners

4. Funding and resources will follow

5. Changes will rise and changes will come

JUST DO IT! ☺



Thanks for listening! 

P.S. Three larger HP dams going down at the River Hiitolanjoki
2021-2023. Starting this August, exciting!

Kuva: Ira Aaltonen / WWF


