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- H2020 Green Deal call
“... respond to climate crisis and help
protect Europe’s unique ecosystems
and biodiversity ...”

- 45 partners from academia, NGOs,
water agencies, municipalities and
practitioners

The pI'Oject = 21 mio Euro

(50% into restoration projects)

- Duration: 2021-2025

- Ambition:
Contributing to societal transformation



MERLIN

Project overview

Task 1: Learning from best-practice
Task 2: Optimizing the existing

Task 3: Exploring hidden potentials
Task 4: Creating conducive conditions
Task 5: Multiplying the change
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17 restoration case-studies
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17 restoration case-studies

PEATLANDS
AND WETLANDS

Learning
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Landscape context

Task 1

Learning
from best-
practice

The 17 MERLIN

restoration cases
in a hypothetical
catchment
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Dam removal in Basque streams

Task 1

Learning
from best-
practice
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Exploring Restoration opportunities
hidden across Europe

potentials
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Exploring Restoration opportunities
hidden across Europe

potentials

Restoration benefits
for pilot regions
(incl. SWAT modelling)
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Task 3 Scalability plans

for landscape restoration
Exp]() rin o Prospect 20302050
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25,000 km of free-flowing rivers

Restoration

opportunities
across
Europe
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25,000 km of free-flowing rivers

= 1.5% of the entire WFD surface water
body network in the EU
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25,000 km of free-flowing rivers

= 1.5% of the entire WFD surface water
body network in the EU

Restoration S 1
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Restoration

opportunities
aACross
Europe

MERLIN

Functional
Restoration
Units

for freshwater-related
ecosystems |
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- 3 categories
= 3 particular challenges

- Homogeneous

Functional management units
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= 3 particular challenges
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Functional management units
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Round-table Hydropower
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MERLIN

Round-table Hydropower

Kick-off event (April 2022)

- Trends in hydropower

- Responsibility in supporting EU
Green Deal ambitions

—> Cost-benefit of dam removal
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MERLIN

Round-table Hydropower

Kick-off event (April 2022)

- Trends in hydropower

- Responsibility in supporting EU
Green Deal ambitions

—> Cost-benefit of dam removal

Support requested from MERLIN

> Qutcomes of small dam removal

- Restoration options supporting EU
Green Deal ambitions (incl.
potential financing schemes)

- Understanding of basin-context
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Political
debate in
Germany
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deutsch chwt chaftl
um politischen Zieliconflikt Kiimaschutz versus Blodiversititsschutz bel der Wasserkraft
4. November 2021

Energiewende nicht auf Kosten der aquatischen Biodiversitit

Lol g von K aftwerken aus EEG- oder Stevermittein beenden,
ung von Grofl: rkraftwerken nur im Einklang mit dem Wasserhaushaltsgesetz

Political
debate in

I - Position-paper g*aﬁ"-"{;.'ﬁm”‘:%?:eﬁ
Ger any (November 2021) e Uk . St Grsbrsts

Die &5 e s 30 wissen-
schaftiichen institutionen emplehlen der Bundespolitik dringend, die /
staatiiche Forderung der {ber 7800 unwirtschaftichen, wmwek- " .

* die verbindlichen [U-Tiele der Linpudurchglngigheit und des _guten Skologiichen Tustands” der
Fliefigewisser (pemif EG-Wasserrahmentichtiinie), und darauf aufbavend
o de [rhaltung der aquatischen Blodiversitit, insbesondere such lebensfihiger Populationen

Climate action

versus :‘ ch, ko .*-:-u ) Fiacharten wie Lachs oder Hachen gems (U-Flora-
Aquatic ecosystem s M s S 4 P e

Lasungsmbglichieiten des politischen Ziefkonfikts rwischen Kimaschutz versus Biodh

bet der Wasseriraftnutzung und empfiehit sicben umweltpolitische Initiativen (s.u). Diese seien
daraud ab, de Nutzung der Wasserkraft mit den gesetzlichen Dielen des Gewilsser- und Biodiver-
sititsschutzes ru harmonitieren. Damit ermdglichen diete Initiativen such de Umsetrung wesent-

protection
signed by

65 German expert frovsuybmmadmeratsrie
academics e e e e e s
4 der bendtigten Ok e 3 pesthrkt werden.

https://www.igb-berlin.de/news/foerderstopp-fuer-ineffiziente-kleine-wasserkraftanlagen
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Political

- Draft amendment

dQCiSion to the Renewable Energy Act 2023

(March 2022)

o ®
maklng 1 “Renewable energy facilities are in the

overriding public interest and serve

Germany public safety ...”
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Political

- Draft amendment

dQCiSion to the Renewable Energy Act 2023

(March 2022)

o ®
maklng 1 “Renewable energy facilities are in the

overriding public interest and serve

Germany public safety ...”

- BUT
Exemption according to WFD Article 4(7)
cannot be claimed (explicit amendment
to the Water Resources Act).
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Political

- Draft amendment

o o
to the Renewable Energy Act 2023
dQCISIOH. (March 2022)
maklng mn “Renewable energy facilities are in the
overriding public interest and serve
Gel'many public safety ...”

- BUT
Exemption according to WFD Article 4(7)
cannot be claimed (explicit amendment
to the Water Resources Act).

- The end for small hydropower operation
in Germany?
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Task 5

Multiplying
the change
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Task 5 OSN MERLIN

O O Marketpl
Multiplying R

the change

* Connecting restoration actors
e Offering restoration-related services
* Brokering restoration financing

R
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Multiplying
the change

MERLIN
Academy

Mainstreaming Ecological Restoration of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context: INnovation, upscaling and transformation -







!

A
18
-e —

the next years

kL

d to interact

L

—
}

ty in

3

el
£ < N

N

<

7
rwar
DR communi

N

ng for

|




ainstreaming Ecological Restoration
of freshwater-related ecosystems in a Landscape context:
novatlon upscallng and transformatlon

The MERL/N ,OI’OjeCi' (https: //prOJect—mer//n eu) has rece/vedfund/ng from the European Un/on S Hor/zon "
Ny 2020 research ‘and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101036337. Y B
VRPN IS P N N U R et N R T YRR R AN A LR L R I R S DR T R




