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The mission – Free Flowing Rivers

Douglas Scott



SPAIN

ALIANÇA REGIONAL 

PELA ÁGUA NO 

SUDOESTE ALENTEJANO

COLETIVO 

GUARDA RIOS

The network



The beginning - Douro Study



The path to free 
flowing rivers

Removal of 
obsolete barriers

• Obsolete barriers – no significant 
economical, societal or ecological function

• Need for systematic removal of obsolete 
dams in Portugal

tighebond.com



The path to free 
flowing rivers

Removal of 
obsolete barriers

Action – promote case studies of 
barrier removal in Portugal – dam 
removal lab
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The path to free 
flowing rivers

Removal of 
obsolete barriers

BEFORE BARRIER REMOVAL

AFTER BARRIER REMOVAL
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The path to free 
flowing rivers

Removal of 
obsolete barriers

BEFORE BARRIER REMOVAL

Identifying the
barrier

Property issues Legal Issues

Stakeholder 
Involvement

Ecological, Social 
and Economical

Issues

Dam Removal 
Execution Issues



The path to free 
flowing rivers

Removal of 
obsolete barriers

AFTER BARRIER REMOVAL

Restoration Monitorization



The path to free 
flowing rivers

Deconstructing 
barriers

PRESSURE FOR DAM 
CONSTRUCTION IN PORTUGAL 

• Dictatorial Regime

• National Hydropower 
Programmes

• National Irrigation 
Programmes

DECONSTRUCTING THE NEED 
FOR DAMS

• European instruments

• Alternatives



Citizens’ Legislative Initiative  Rios livres

For the protection of our rivers

Objective - 20.000 signatures

The end


