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Nature Survey: Sweden 

• Values we all share and the value of 
nature

• How to measure the values Swedes 
place on nature

• How do Swedes value nature 
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Values we all share 
and 

The value of nature
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Intrinsic and Instrumental values
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Chan et al. 2016. PNAS
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How do we develop these values? 
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How do people value nature? 

Gonzalez et al. 2008. Ecology and Society
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Sustainability, the intersection of values.  

Environment

Social

Economic

EquitableBearable

Viable

Sustainable
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How to measure the 
values Swedes place on nature
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Public vs. Stakeholders
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Ask participants to rank a series of photos in order of:

Ecological value

Economic value

Aesthetic value
Cultural and historical value
Where they would most like to visit (tourist value) 
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How to Swedes value nature? 
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Ecological

Economic

Aesthetic
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River Values: 
Ecological, Economic, Aesthetic
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Ecological

Economic

Aesthetic
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River Values: 
Ecological, Economic, Aesthetic
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Ecological

Economic

Aesthetic
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Forest Values: 
Ecological, Economic, Aesthetic
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Highest ecological value is “untouched” ecosystems

High economic value is associated with highly 
human impacted systems

Highest cultural, recreational, and aesthetic value 
is on historical human structures 

Competing Values… 
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Thank you! 

rebowesecology.com @EcologyRachel 

Olle Calles, Larry Greenberg

Martin Österling, Anders Nilsson

Eva Bergman, Svante Karlsson, Beatrice Hedelin

Derek Sellens



@SCBFWWG

freshwaterSCB

Join: conbio.org/groups/working-groups/freshwater

Contact: john.piccolo@kau.se
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