




“Connecting fish, rivers and people”
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Rob Lenders, 2016, Nature (photo credits Marjolein van Diejen)









































Living Planet Index





© Gernant Magnin, Altai Sayan ecoregion Russia

Our mission 
Open swimways

for migratory fish & 

protect and restore 

free flowing  rivers

© Zeb Hogan

Our vision
Healthy rivers 

full of fish 
for all to benefit



© Gernant Magnin, Altai Sayan ecoregion Russia

What do we do?



© Gernant Magnin, Altai Sayan ecoregion Russia

“Speeding up 
the policy 

cycle”
Rivers full

of fish

Share 

goals 

ambition 

vision

knowlegde

network

funding



• Connect!

• Share stories and inspiration on fish migration

• Share knowledge and good practices

• ………………



© Jeremy Monroe (Freshwater's Illustrated)

Create awareness and commitment 

for free flowing rivers and open 

swimways for migratory fish

Activate citizens and our 

colleagues around the world 

to join and create impact
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WFMD: a growing event to create impact



2018

>500 events worldwide

North America HQ

South America HQ

Africa HQ

Asia HQ

Oceania HQ

Europe HQ





Citizen science
South Korea

©GKU-Gwangyang

Sweden

© Johan Hammar&Ivan Olsson

UK

US
A

© Ralph Lampman

US
A

© Chris Bowser



Fish - river monitoring & Fish 
release

USA

UK

US
A

© Chris Bowser

Paraguay

© Cristiano da Rugna

Italy
USA

© Ralph Lampman/Yakama Nation Fisheries



School activities

UK

US
A

© Chris Bowser

Mongoli
a

© Tuguldur E./TNC

Romania Belgiu
m

© Jusbox.be

Brazil

Greece

© Manos Koutrakis

Romania

© Emilia Radu



Conferences, seminars, 
workshops

USA

UK

US
A

© Chris Bowser

© Claudio Baigún

Argentina

© Confederación Hidrográfica del Tajo 

Spain

Bangladesh

© Muzammel Hossain  

Brazil

©Lisiane Hahn

Brazil

©  João de Magalhães Lopes



Museums, aquaria & zoos

USA

UK

US
A

© Chris Bowser

©WFMD Ottawa Chapter

Canada

UK

©ZSL

USA

©Shedd Aquaria

Russia

©Bolshekhehtsirsky State Nature Reserve



City light show, movie screenings, 
theater plays & festivals

UK

US
A

© Chris Bowser

Russia

© WWF Russia & Amur Socio-Ecological Union & Blagoveshchensk



Football matches, marathons & boat 
competitions

UK

US
A

© Chris Bowser

©Downeast Salmon Federation

USA Netherlands

©Herman Wanningen

© Abebe Getahun

Ethiopia

© Abebe Getahun

Ethiopia



Kayak & boat trips

©Jan Pirnat

Save the Blue Heart of Europe 
The Balkan Rivers Tour – Slovenia, Croatia, 
Albania

US
A

©Laura Wildman

© Matic Oblack

Save the Blue Heart of Europe 
The Balkan Rivers Tour – Slovenia, Croatia, Albania



Fishways visits & 
inaugurations

Germany

©Ursula Rock/Lahnfenster Hessen Fishway Visitor

Hunga
ry

© Melinda Vaci

Italy

© Giuseppina Colombo





© Devrim Memis

Turkey

Media interest 

Germany





Put your teeth in 
WFMD2020

16 May 2020

© Ben Griffioen
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Visitors
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50,000

100 mln. 

2016 2018 2020

A
ct

iv
at

e
 &

 a
w

ar
e

n
e

ss

Media reach 2 mln. 
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Countries 53 63 61 80

1530 ?? 100Celebrations
Dam removal & Fishways

Impact






