




Focus Area: Alps

300.000 dams/weirs
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700 HEPPs



66 under construction

2.706 planned





















What we want

Use dam removal as strategy against new dam
projects

Remove dams

Create dam removal networks in the regions

Make dam removal known in Alpes and Balkan 



Questionnaire: which dam to be removed in people´s opinion





– Autumn 2017: Send out questionnaire 

– Winter 2017/18: Priorisation of dam list

– Summer 2018: List of 50 dams to come down 

– Focus on 3 dam projects, find funding for 1 
person/dam project

Timeline













Political Demands

Every revitalisation of existing HEPP 
must consider removal option

Funds for removal must be available

Stop subsidies: EU revision in EU by 2020  



EU: 23.000 HEPPs registered

21.000 < 10 MW (= 91%)

2.000 > 10 MW (=   9%)  

-> The 9% produce 87% of hydro electricity

Germany: 7.700 hydropower plants

-> 7.300 produce 15% of hydro electricity



Hydro 0,7%

7.300 HPPs -> 0,1% on energy mix 



The Altenau Story 
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The Altenau Story

51 dams/weirs removed

9,5 km Altenau restored

30 km opened up – 1st time since 17th century

4 Mio Euro invested



European Rivers Days

2018 Balkans 

2020 Portugal 



www.riverwatch.eu


